
 

 
 

Short Narrative 

The SAFE (Safe and Full Employment) Act creates a process to identify high-violence communities 
and prioritize state dollars to go to those communities to fund investment to address the underlying 
causes of crime and violence. 

 
➢ The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA), based on data about high levels 

of gun violence and incarceration, identifies those areas throughout the state that would 
qualify to be designated SAFE Zones. That research and analysis is made public and 
presented to the Legislative Audit Commission. 

➢ A state-level board is created, which is chaired by the Governor and initially includes 
members of the legislature and state agency directors. 

➢ The Board designates which communities should be SAFE Zones, based on the ICJIA 
research and analysis. 

➢ Once the Zones are designated, county and local elected officials from those Zones are 
added to the Board. Service providers identified by the Secretary of Department of Human 
Services and ICJIA from six parts of the state where Zones are located are also added to the 
Board, as are two clients from each Zone, selected by the providers. 

➢ The Board also designs a process by which local Economic Growth Councils are to be 
created in each Zone. 

➢ These Councils are created and develop local plans to reduce violence and budgets to 
support those plans. They also determine the positive outcomes that will serve as measures 
of success. 

➢ The budgets and outcome measures are presented to the Board, which approves a final 
version after consulting with the local Economic Growth Council about any changes. 

➢ The final budgets are consolidated and presented to the General Assembly in the 
Governor’s budget material.  

➢ Once the budget is approved, resources are provided to the local Economic Growth 
Councils. 

➢ Annually, the Board reviews the measures of success and issues a public report on the 
findings. 

➢ Every four years, the Board selects a university to do an objective evaluation of the SAFE 
Act’s effectiveness. 

 


